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A competitive bio-economy requires a sustainable 

and balanced renewable energy policy framework 

(RED II) 

 

Based on sustainably managed forests and a world-leading forest industry, the Swedish Forest 

Industries Federation has set itself an ambitious vision: the Swedish forest sector is driving growth in 

the global bio-economy. A bio-economy is based on renewable raw materials produced in a sustainable 

way.  

The bio-based products our members already produce, i.e. sawn timber, pulp, paper and carton board, 

will continue to be the basis for operations for years to come, but to be able to finance the development 

and successful launch of new products, global competitiveness must be assured. The renewable energy 

policy framework is one vital factor determining this competitiveness. 

Our industry continuously strives to grow the bioeconomy by producing more renewable products, 

which contribute to decarbonisation as carbon stocks and by substituting fossil-based alternatives. 

Increased production of these products results in a need for increased throughput of biomass in our 

value chains. This will in turn make higher amounts of forest residues and forest industry residues 

available for the bioenergy market. In other words, to stimulate the supply of wood for the forest 

industries and to increase the overall mobilisation of forest biomass will be fundamental for the 

European Union to reach its 2030 renewable energy target. 

 

OUR INDUSTRY IS AN ESSENTIAL RENEWABLE ENERGY CONTRIBUTOR  

The outcome of the on-going revision of the renewable energy policy framework, i.e. the RED II, is of high 

importance to our industry, which is already a large and growing contributor to increased amounts of 

renewable energy.   

- In 2015, we produced over 9 TWh of renewable electricity, which is close to half of our total 

consumption of electricity 

- In 2015, we sold 26 TWh of biomass for external heat and electricity generation, which corresponds 

to 35 percent of the Swedish total fuel consumption for such generation 

- In 2014, we supplied 2,6 TWh of waste heat to external district heating systems, which is 

approximately half of all waste heat utilized in Sweden annually 

- Our internal processes are already today 96 percent fossil free 

- In 2014, we contributed to almost 1 TWh production of advanced biofuels  

- We are world-leading in sustainable forestry management 
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MAKE RED II TRULY PROMOTE RENEWABLES  

To assure that the RED II boosts the bio-economy while assuring sustainability and global 

competitiveness, the revision must:   

- Focus on cost effective and flexible measures 

- Reduce complexity and keep administrative burdens low 

- Promote renewables at the expense of fossil alternatives 

- Respect that forestry is Member State competence  

We look positively on the RED revisions, but, nevertheless, would like to point out the following aspects: 

1. 2030 target 

 The 2030 target shall be kept at EU level and not be split by Member State (Art 3, para 1 and 2) 

 Member States with an already high share of energy from renewable sources should have the 

possibility, if need be and for limited time, to deviate from their 2020 baselines (Art 3, para 3) 

 

2. Support to renewable energy 

 Support schemes shall, as suggested by the Commission, be market-based, technology-neutral and 

predictable. It must, however, be assured that the financing of such schemes are not disadvanta-

geous to industries exposed to international competitiveness. (Art 4) 

 The opening up of support schemes should be voluntary for Member States (Art 5, para 1) 

 The granting of Certificates of Origin for renewable energy should not be made conditional versus 

financial support from a support scheme (Art 19, para 2) 

 

3. Renewable heating and cooling 

 Each Member State should be allowed to define its own, expected increase rate of renewable 

energy for heating and cooling (Art 23, para 1) 

 

4. Renewables in transport 

 A renewable transportation fuel should be assessed by the climate benefit it generates 

independently from which raw material it is produced (Art 7, para 1) 

 Double counting of renewable fuels shall, as suggested by the Commission, be removed except for 

aviation and shipping (Art 25, para 1 and Annex IX) 

 Reference to cascading use of biomass shall, as suggested by the Commission, be removed (prior 

Art 22, para 1, point (i)) 

 Fuels from fossil waste sources must be completely excluded from this legislation, as they by 

definition are not renewable (Art 25, para 1) 
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5. Annex IX 

 Tall oil should be kept under point (o) 

 Pulp logs should together with saw logs and veneer logs be excluded in point (q) 

 

6. Sustainability criteria and verification systems 

 The risk-based approach suggested by the Commission shall be applied to show compliance with 

forest biomass criteria (Art 26, para 5 and 6) 

 National legislation shall, as suggested by the Commission, be the basis for fulfillment of forest 

biomass criteria complemented by voluntary management systems (Art 26, para 5 and 6) 

 Provisions relating to sustainability criteria for forest biomass should be fine-tuned to be 

compatible with national laws (Art 26, para 5) 

 An operator’s sourcing area should be the relevant level of reporting when voluntary 

management systems are applied (Art 26, para 5) 

 The year, at which the Commission shall assess any needs to modify the sustainability criteria, 

should be moved forward (Art 26, para 6) 

 Member States should not have the right to place additional sustainability requirements on 

biomass fuels (Art 26, para 10) 

 Member States’ right to set up national verification schemes should be strengthened (Art 27,  

para 6) 

 Third party auditing of such national schemes should not be deemed necessary (Art 27, para 6) 

 

7. Miscellaneous 

 

 The setting up of one-stop shops for permit granting should be voluntary for Member States  

(Art 16) 

 When calculating the greenhouse gas emission saving for production and use of a biomass fuel, it 

should be allowed to use national or regional electricity emission intensity values (Annex VI, 

section B) 
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